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Second Hand Uniform'S  hop

Date Reminders
May

Wed 9¢ Sat 12 May................. Brisbane Careers Trip
Tues 15 May....cccoeeveeeeeeeeeeeennnnns TRITON House Mass
Tues 15 Thurs 17 May...........cccceeeecnnnnnns NAPLAN
Fri 18 MaY...couieeiiiiiiiieeee et ELPHPE
SUN 20 MAY...cooiiiiieeeieeeeeeeeee e, Bikeathon
TUES 22 MAY...uoieeeieeeieeeeiiiiisie e e e e e eaeeennns House Day
Thurs 24 May...........Yr 7 2019 Enrolment Interviews
Mon 28 Mayc Fri 1 June................ Work Experience

Tues 5 June......ccoeeevvvveeeeeeeennnnn. ARGOS House Mass
Thurs 7 & Fri8 JUNE.......cccovvvviiiiiieieeee Retreats
Sat 16¢ Thurs 21 Jung...........ccceveeeennd Cultural Tour
Thurs 21 June........ccccvveeeviinnnnn. Mackay Show Day
Fri22 JUN€.....ccoooviiiiieee e Pupil Free Day
Fri 22¢ Thurs 28 June........... Humanities Study Tour
Fri29 Jun€.......ccoovvvvviiiciiieeeeene, Athletics Carnival

Tuesday Morning; by appointment only

Wednesday Morning, 8.00¢ 9.00am

If you need to visit the uniform shop at a different time,
please feel free to give me a call so we can work out a
suitabletime.

Cassie Deas 4969 4177 or email
cassandra_deas@mercymackay.qld.edu.au

Front Cover: Enrolment evening
Science experiment with Mr Matthev
Anderson.

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday: (Sunday Liturgy)
6.00pm {G al NEQa / KdzZNOK
6.00pm St Francis Xavier Church

Sunday:
7.00am
7.00am
9.00am
9.00am

{4 tIFGNROT Q&
{G ¢KSNBasSQa
St Francis Xavier Church
{G aAOKI St Qa
9.30am St Francis of Assisi Chapel
6.00pm {4 tFGNARO] Qa
{only Sunday Night Mass in Mackay}
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Be inspiredé .

"When someone sings his own praises, he always gets the tune too |

WORD ON THE STREETé

- Mary H. Waldrip

A parochialcrowd would not tolerate changes to the annual show.

Source: Dictionary App


mailto:cassandra_deas@mercymackay.qld.edu.au
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Not popular but necessary

For several years now, witmusic files so readily available on computing -~
devices, Mercy students have often been given permission to listen to / e
music while workig on individual tasks in cladswould often visit a class

where most students had earphones on and were happily working away on
some project. While highly popular with students who assured us it helped
them concentrate, there was considerable discussion amongst teachers .
about the bendits or otherwise. "

a® AYYSRAIGS O2yOSNYya ¢SNXB focusihg
class attentonL 'y | RRAGA2Y X AdGQ&8 AYLR&AADE S
listened to and its impact on concentration. Previous research indicatedt\her /
benefits of having certain types of classical music being played in a —— =«
classroom during individual activity, but individual earphones of each student was hardly that in practice. The situat
needed some intervention and following expert advice, as a staff we dec¢walstbp the practice of students using
earphones to listen to their individual musict S& ¢KAf S Ay Ofl aad | SNBEQa g¢gKe

While listening to music before a task can make someone feel good, listening to it while trying to learn something 1
tends not to hgl at all. Researchers from the applied psychology department ofif€adtropolitan Universityled a
study to answerthe question¢ Does music help or hinder learniffgThe authos, Nick Perham and Harriet Currie,
assigned students into one of four groups: the first revised in silence, the second revised while listening to music
lyrics they liked (which included songs from One Direction and Katy Perry), the third groupteemsstt with lyrics
they did not like (which comprised of very heavy metal bands), and the fourth group revised listening to music with
lyrics.

The participants then took a test on the passages they had been revising, rating how distracting theroement
had been, as well as writing down their predictions for how well they thought they had done

What were the main findings? Research every parent and teacher should know: self-control and learning;

1. Students who revised in quiet environmepé&formed more than 60% better in an exam than their peers who
revised while listening to music that had lyrics.

2. Students who revised while listening to music without lyrics did better than those who had revised to music v
lyrics.

3. It made no differencé students revised listening to songs they liked or disliked. Both led to a reduction in the
test performance.

4. Students who revised in silence rated their environment as less distracting and accurately predicted that
would lead to better performams in subsequent tests.

There are soméenefits to listening to music while performingertain tasks It can bequite motivating and it can
improve mood (listening to your favolire song tends to make people smile, for example). But it does not help peopl
learn new or complex material.

Listening to music and homeworg It is important that students are made aware of the pitfalls of listening to music
when revising. Perham and IINA SQa a i dzReé F2dzyR (KIFG adGddzRSyida NI GSR
FT2NJ GKSYS 880 Yiye atdRSyda O2yiGAydsS G2 fAaGSy G2 Y
habit, or they confuse what improves theirmabdh 0 K ¢ KIF G f SFR&a (2 3I22R NBDJA&A2)
simply because everyone else is doing it.

Studentsneed to know how to revise well. There may well be a time and pdaligten to music during the course of
their revision, but not when they are learning new and complex material. After all, silence is golden.

Source: The Guardian Australian Editiog by Bradley Busch Psychologist and Authdt4 March 2018
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/acp.2994/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/acp.2994/abstract
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0305735611422507
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0305735611422507
https://www.theguardian.com/education/students

A teacher can still choose to play some suitable music in a classroom while students are busy on legsnanding
tasks. The difference being the music is chosen by the staff member, is suitable for general consumption and can
even be an educational experienceMultitasking is a myth and the focus of attention is readily distracted. Listening

to music with lyrics in particular uses up brain processing powerlIn the frequent experiences of a student needing

to apply their full concentration and mental faculties in classthe latest hits simultaneously playing through their
earphones is a distraction and needed to be curtailedd change not popular but necessary.

Mr Jim Ford | Principal

Assistant Principal Administration

NAPLAN Testing

Week 5 this term Tuesday 18/ednesday 16 and Thursday
17 May, all Year7 & 9 students will be participating in
NAPLANesting. This is National testing iboth Mathematics =
and English.

The assessments will be held immediately after Homerog
in designated gam rooms on these three dayStudents
must be at school prior to the commencement of the test as
there is very strict protocol regarding its adngimation.

Students have been issued with a sticker with the requirements and what room they will ngedddor the testing.

Thesequence of testsvill include:
Tuesday: Language conventions and writing
Wednesday:  Reading

Thuprsday: Numeracy, calcuator and norcalculator papers
Students have been asked to bring the followsmmiipmentin readiness for the papers
- calculator
- 2B or HB pencils
- black or blue pen
- eraser
- sharpener
No other equipment will be allowed into the exam room.

Please ensure your son/daughter is prepared for this period by checkinghthey all necessary equipmerdare well
rested and refreshed anidvea good breakfast beforthe commencement oéach day.

If there are any questions or concerns from parents, please ambnt myself via email
adam_skoczylas@mercymackay.gld.edwaat the @llege.

Mr Adam Skoczylas, Assistant Principal Administration



mailto:adam_skoczylas@mercymackay.qld.edu.au
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Assistant Principal Students

Mercy P&F Bikeathon

Asour Mercy P&mBikeathon is approaching on Sunda&/May, many parents'
are eagerly awaiting to find out where they will be helping out on the day and what t
job entails. The official letter will be uploaded to the website Monday 14 Mayand a
paper copy will be sent home with students on Thursday B&.M his will allow any fin
changes to be made between Monday and Thursday. The letter will also include an
of the morning and everything students and parents will be required to bring. It is alw
fun day and a great opportunity for parentacgstudents alike to meet new faces and catt
up with familiar ones. If for any reason you are now unavailable to fulfil your commitm
canyou please notify the College Office see can endeavour to fill your spot.

(LT
I

3
i

The Bikeathon will only be cancellédleemed unsafe by our Police Officers and will become a walkathon ir
the event of severe heavy rain. If you volunteered and notice your name has been left off the liststitlare
availableto help, please contact theffice and we will allocate youjab. Also, we welcome as many parents
as possible who would like to ride or walk on the daye have included their names on the lettaliso. Our
special guest on Assembbst week, Police Officer Mr Karl Veri advised students that bike maintenamde
helmets areessential for those whwish to ride on the day

Fundraising over the next week is required for eahool total to increase, as students were told on Assembly
every little bit counts and all the funds raised are directly spent back on studeilities. Some previous

projects include the covered waiting area for students at the front of the school, speakers in the pavilio
shaded seating and tables around the grogndpgrades to the surface of the oval, solar panels and the list
goes on.

Looking forward to seaeg you all on Sunday 20 May riding
walking or volunteering at this school community event al
please continue to encourage your child to seek sponsors
in this final week of fundraising.

A huge thanks must go to oaontinuingmajor sponsors this year: Corry Cycles and Blue Riager & Ice.

Mr Chris Sorbello, Assistant Principal Students




| Assistant Principal Curriculum

oHow much help I s

¥ One of the biggest challenges for parents in secondary school is knbaimgnuch or how little to help
their child with-homework and assignmis. All parents want their childreto be successful, or more importantly, for
the child to feel like they are successful. By helghmgm too much, their teacher is unable to get a atddea ofwhat

they know and are able to do, therefore will not know how much to assist them in the future. By not helping your chi
at all when they need jtmayrun the risk of causing unnecessary stress and anxiety, when all they mayeaied
wasa little direction to get started.

To know how much to support your child, particularly with assignments, it is important to understand the nature
assessment and what it is used for. Also, different levels of support can be provided with routine homework, as oppo
to assessment work. dtnework is given so students can consolidate knowledge and skills learnt in class. Just as
teacher helps students in class by modelling and guided practice, it is most appropriate for parents to do the same
their children at home. Teachers at Merayse the Explicit Instruction method as a framework for teaching new
knowledge and skills. It is a process that uses the following steps:

1 Set the goat eg. Today you will learn how to
f &L cRi@mbnstrate to the hild how to complete theéask Maths problem, /
English question, whatever the exercise or task may be)

1 &2 S -Roeacétice one together e — ELP ( I
&, 2 dzc Ragetthe child complete on their own, and once they have it B

5

worked out, practice some more .
1 Concludeg reaffirm the learning goal by sig (Now you know how to )

This method would be an excellent way for parents to help their children with homework at hassising them to
understand how to tackle a probleandallowing them to practice and consolidate the skill at theng time.

Tasks set for assessment are a different story. We do become a bit fixated on grades in secondary school, but at the
2F GKS RF&x NBadzZ Ga FyR INFRS&a IINB YSNBfe |y AYyRAOI
their parents. In a junior secondary context, they do not mean anything more or less than this. Assessment tasks
designed to provide feedback to teachers on what #iedent knows and can do, allowinige teachers to map their
progress against theustralian curriculum, and enablihem to determine how much support they - may need to achieve
the year level outcomes.

So in keeping that in mind, the message is clear. If a parent provides too much assistance to their child in completin
assignment, the tegher will have no idea how much to support the child in class moving forward. The grade allocate
will not be a true reflection of what theinow and is able to dand then when theyrogress to the next class oeat
level, the new teacher will have an nealistic impression of thehildQa oAt AdGeéx ONBFGAYy3I 7T
resulting in greater stress and anxiety for the child.

So how do you help your child with an assignment? Keeping in mind that all teachers at Mercy allow significant c
time to gain assistance, are always availabfeemail and Google classroand should always provide a scaffold and
additional resourcesither as ahard cqy or on their Google classrooifhe following guide will assist you:
9 Help your child to understal the task. Read through the task sheet with them, breaking it down into easy to
follow steps (the teacher would have done this but it certainly helps to go through it again!)
9 Make sure they just work on one part of the task at a time. Looking at a vassignment can sometimes be
overwhelming for a child
9 I St L) &2dzN) OKAfTR YIS F tAaG 27F ljdSadazya G2 Faj
helpsthem to develop independence and gives them confidence in tackling difficult prolifethe future. It is
much more effective this way than simply answering the questions yourself
1 Model how to do something, rather than just do it for them. It is important that they have a go too, this way
they will learn
1 Have them check their work agairtbie task requirements, rather than correct the work for them. Being-self
reflective is a proven weof being a successful learrand is a lifdong skill

a]



9 Check they start the task in a timely fashion, meet check dates for drafts and get feedbadkdioteacher so
they have plenty of time to complete a quality good copy. As we all know from our own school days, rushi
work to meet a due date never results in the standard to which we are capable of achieving!

We strongly encourage parents to folloavprocess like this to support their child at home. Teachers tend to know
straight away how much parental involvement has taken placed when marking assignasetitey see what the child
Oy R2 Ay OflFaa 2y | RIAf & oothctydudodlarifyftHe hrdoSnt dR puyf Dput, as ey
YSSR (2 YIS O00dzNY GS 2dzRISYSyida 2y (GKS OKAfRQA | 0Af
get go.

When parents and teachers work together and cohesively to supporstugents, we sestudentshappy, confident
and learning at school, whidk thecommon goal for all of us.

Scott McSherry, Assistant to the PrincipaCurriculum

é Math Department
» Maths is| mportant!

We want to make sure our students go out in twerld with a mathematical understanding of how it works.
We don't want them to get ripped off aen they use money or sign up fadoan with ridiculous iterest rates. However
to learn Maths they need to be engaged and immersed in the way of mathematics. Below, from The Journal of t
Queensland Association of Mathematics Teachers, is a list of ways families can heghitdesn at home (without
them realising it!).

28 Homework tasks t hat help make maths part of
everyday life
t I NByGa 2F0Sy sgtyid G2 KStLI GKSANI {ARa 6A

Here are 28 ideas ranging from breakfast to car trips, from grocery shopping to afternoon
and just about everything in between. ¥afun with them!

1. “Ask them to get out the cups and plates for afternoon tea without telling them how
are needed

2. Ask them to get the right number of pegs when hanging out the washing (eg shirts need two, socks need one)

3. Talk about how things are simil and different (eg this one is pointy but this one is rounded), and classify the
alYS ANRdzL) 2F 202S00Ga Ay RAFFSNBY(H glea o602t 2dNEX

4. With two or three objects, move them around and ask how many there are now. Keep experimentiintpe
OKAtR NBIFtAaSa GKFG Y2@Ay3 (K §thaaisstithe samedntbary Qi Y I

5. 52y Qi Fftglea O2dzyi GKAy3Ia Ay | tAYyS 2N FNRY S7¥Fi
groups of objects (eg aditk, a Lego man and a ball) rather than always the same things. Mix up the colours too.

6. Give them different sized cups to play with in the bath instead of toys. Pour water from one to the other t
compare which has the most.

7. When building with Duplo or L&gsz Gl 1 +Fto62dzi G(KS o6ft2014& |a al &AE
ways to cover an eight block with other smaller blocks.

8. Play skittles (six plastic bottles works well). Talk about how many you knocked down and how many are left
get.

9. Sharegroups of objects or food between multiple kids (fairly).

10. When doing the groceries, ask the kids to collect numbers of items in the shop (eg 8 apples)

1l.al 1S a022f KAIK FAQSE&E o0e dzaAy3ad &a2YS TFAYISNE iy ¢
other numbers bigger than 5.

12. Cut bread in half in different ways and decide that no matter what shape it is, both halves are the same.

13. Give all the toast for the whole family cut into halves on the one plate (or apples, or other fruit). Ask how mat
pieces of bread or fruit you started with.

14t tFe& agKEFEG FY L alLlRAy3IKE AyaidSFEFR 2F aL alLRéyY 5Sacd
other people try to guess what it is. (eg my object is bigger than the TV. It has smooth sida® timatectangles.
It is white. It has two doors on it. It is very cold.)

51



15. Look at maps of where you are going and let the kids try to follow the map while you get there. Find your stre
on a map.

16. When another family is coming to dinner ask the kids hoany people there will be. So how many pieces of
potato will we need if everyone has two?

17. Work out how many pieces of pizza you need for your family and how many pizzas that would be.

18. Talk about how likely things are to happen (eg it is very likely totoamorrow so we had better pack your rain
coat). Consider things that are totally made up in their games or that they see on T\htoolikely is it that the
dinosaur bones that David Attenborough was just looking at actually came to life and walked a@rocwseum.

19. Get them to budget their pocket money (eg have a money box with four categories: spending, saving, charity ¢
gifts). Work out how many weeks it would be before they could buy a certain toy.

20. Get the kids to work out how many minutes there dedt until something happens (eg how long until your
swimming lesson?) Both digital and analogue clocks are great for this.

21. When playing board games (eg snakes and ladders or monopoly), use two dice. Let the kids choose if they wal
move forwards by bit, back by both, or forwards by one and backwards by the other.

22. Let the child work out the logistics for their birthday party (or dinner, or-a camping tripctoyv many cups,

LI FGSazx LI O1SdGa 2F t2ftftASa SiOyohewilbdities by Sawe will a
LI & 3FYSa dzyiAt noonldy YR (KSy aSNBS OF1Soe ¢KI i

23. Arrange groups of objects into different arrays (like 12 muffins in a tin vs 12 eggs in a carton). Use existing ar
for calculations €g looking at a wall of shoes in a sports shop, work out how many shoes that represent
calculate how many rooms in a hotel by counting the floors and the number of windows in each floor).

24. Talk about how likely a weather event is likely to happen and yivg surety a numerical measure (eg a 50%
chance of rain vs a 90% change of rain according to the weather predictions).

25. Let the kids cook particularly recipes involving measuring fractions of cups etc

26. Plan routes on maps. Work out the total distancesined, but also talk about the traffic and whether one route
would be faster.

27. When on a highway, estimate how long it would take to get to the next town given the speed limit and distance.

28. Budget and save for holidays or larger items. Work out a paymlant(eg washing up in worth $  but mowing
the lawn is worth $ ). Get them to figure out how to earn the amount of money that they want. Conside
incentives (eg every time you save $20 we will contribute another $5) or loans (yes you can borrow $66, from
but you have to pay us back $55).

Miss Nicole Martin, HOD Math

Interact Committee

DNAFFAGK ! yAQPSNEAGEQE FAIKG G261 NRA F OdNB F2NJ 2arS
trials of a malaria vaccingere a succes® KS g2 NI RQa FANRG YIf I NRF @FOOAYyS:

supported by Rotary.

Bruce Howlett from West Mackay Rotary spoke to the Mercy Interact students about this-fivstrichalaria vaccine
campaign. MiHowlett explained the rolérotary is playing in the international fundraising campaign to enable further

« Bed nets and Spraying
« Anti-malarial drugs

« Prevention
NOT

Eradication

« The current RTS,S vaccine [Mosquirix]

evaluation of the vaccine in clinical trials before researchers can shift their focus to malaria endemic countries.

Holly Weller, President Mercy Interact




The Arts Department
Creative Happe nings in the X

Visual Art C lasses

It has been an exciting and innovating term in the Visual Art classes. The Year 9/10
Catwalk Capers students visited the Primavera exhibition at Artspace recently. They were guided

around the artworks on display and responde d to one artwork by creating a Wearable A rt
garment. We look forward to seeing their amazing designs at Fashion on Show in June.

Ceramic students in AR514086 Potty ehniquesaé pidichhcail e
and slab pots.

They are now embarking on a teapot design inspired by a personal, topical or historical issue.

I ts
] I
| After School Tutormg i
i Math: Mondays 34pm in Room D04 I
i Science: Tuesdays 3pm in Room S02 !
i English: Wednesdays -@pm in the Library :
o J
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